
DePaul Center is blessed with 

11 sisters who volunteer their 

time to say thank you to our 

donors.  Those pleasant sur-

prise calls that you receive from 

the Sisters of Charity of Seton 

Hill are just another way that 

the Department of Institutional 

Advancement and the sisters 

demonstrate the appreciation 

that is felt each time a financial 

gift is received.   The Sisters of 

Charity believe that òthank youó 

cannot be heard too often.  All 

thank you letters that are 

mailed out by the Institutional 

Advancement office are fol-

lowed up by a personal thank 

you call made by one of the 

sisters. 

The Advancement Department 

at DePaul Center would like to 

honor the 11 Sisters of Charity 

of Seton Hill who graciously give 

of their time to perform the 

ministry of making personal 

thank you calls to our donors.  

Although 9 of the sisters who 

make thank you calls reside at 

Caritas Christi, the mother-

house for the Sisters of Charity, 

the myth that they are retired is 

far from the truth.  In addition, 

two of the sisters who make 

thank you calls reside at Doran 

Hall but are well past the age 

that a lay person might consider 

retirement age.  In fact, the 

average age for a Sister of Char-

ity is seventy-five, but most still 

live productive lives.   All these 

women religious volunteer their 

time in various ministries.  A 

visitor to Caritas Christi would 

find the sisters involved in many 

activities that utilize their pro-

fessional skills such as writing, 

art, music, interior design, 

health care and pastoral care. 

The sisters also enjoy socializ-

ing with visitors, recreational 

activities and participating in 

various celebrations.  Most 

recently, the sisters were in-

volved with Jubilee Celebrations 

and the Bicentennial. 

We continually hear from many 

of our donors that they love the 

opportunity to share a memory 

with the sisters or to request a 

much needed prayer.  Although 

our donors appreciate the 

acknowledgement letters, some 

of our donors are telling us that 

they prefer we email our thanks 

rather than mail a letter which 

requires postage.  If you prefer 

that we communicate our thank 

you letters to you via email ra-

ther than standard mail, please 

email ckrofick@scsh.org  and 

the Institutional Advancement 

Office will convert your thank 

you letters or other communica-

tions into email format.  If we 

do not hear from you, we will 

continue to send our acknowl-

edgements to you by standard 

mail. 

On behalf of the Sisters of Char-

ity, we want to say thank you 

one more time.  Your continued 

support helps the sisters contin-

ue their life-changing ministries 

and the infirm sisters have ac-

cess to the excellent care they 

currently receive.   Your gifts 

bless not only the sisters, but 

the people world-wide who ben-

efit from their work.  Thank you. 

Today there are 236 sisters 

who make up the United States 

Province of the Sisters of Chari-

ty of Seton Hill.  These women 

religious vowed to continue the 

mission of His Church.  Their 

service is informed by Gospel 

values, responsive to the needs 

of a changing world, guided by 

the prudent use of available 

resources, respectful of human  
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dignity, protective of human 

rights, devoted especially to the 

poor and oppressed, rooted in 

faith, animated by prayer, sup-

ported by the common life, and 

performed in humility, simplici-

ty, and charity. 

The Sisters of Charity have edu-

cated generations of children 

from grade school through high 

school, and even college.   They 

have nursed people back to 

health in local hospitals and 

assisted the poor through their 

ministries.  The sisters believed 

that education and a strong 

skill set would be the tools that 

would enable them to better 

serve their congregation and 

the people whose lives they 

touched.   The Sisters of Charity 

became educators, principals, 

nurses, attorneys, artists, musi-

cians, financial directors, and 

other professionals whose at-

tributes have made them re-

spected leaders.  The sisters 

also influenced their students 

and co-workers by demonstrat-

ing a strong work ethic and 

moral convictions.   
Learn more about our òThank 

You Ministryó on Page 3. 
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Our efforts in the Work of Charity 
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try that supports homeless mothers 

with children.  The Sisters of Charity 

of Seton Hill were part of the found-

ing group with whom we have 

shared a long history.  Therefore 

when Sr. Mary explained that she 

needed clothing for six baby girls, 

the wheels were set in motion to try 

to come up with a plan to help. 

The staff and sisters decided to hold 

a baby shower for the baby girls.  

One idea led to another and before Read more about the baby 

shower on Page 2 
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you could say, òItõs a girl,ó the 

staff started to shop for baby 

gifts for a shower.  In addition, 

Cathie Krofick, Associate Direc-

tor of Institutional Advance-

ment, called the St. Vincent 

DePaul Thrift Store in Greens-

burg to ask if they could help 

with donations of baby supplies 

or household items.  

In early June, Sister Grace Hart-

zog forwarded an email to the 

staff at DePaul Center that she 

had received from Sister Mary 

Parks of Sisters Place.  Sister 

Mary, who manages Sisters 

Place in Clairton, PA., was look-

ing for donations of baby cloth-

ing and household items to as-

sist with an influx of clients who 

had just given birth or were 

planning to give birth in a week 

or two.  Sisters Place is a minis-

Sisters and friends recently col-

lected  donations for new and 

expecting  mothers. 

mailto:ckrofick@scsh.org
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Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill Celebrate 

Bicentennial Liturgy at Saint Joseph Chapel  

Sisters of Charity Honor Golden Jubilarians  

The year 2009 marks the bicentennial of 

the founding of the Sisters of Charity in the 

United States by Elizabeth Ann Seton. She 

established the Sisters of Charity in Em-

mitsburg, Md., on July 31, 1809.  This con-

gregation was the first community of reli-

gious women native to United States.  

 

òWe were pleased to have celebrated this 

historic occasion and acknowledge the 

good work of the Sisters of Charity of Seton 

Hill throughout our region and throughout 

the world.  We live our charism of charity in 

the tradition of our foundress, Saint Eliza-

beth Ann Seton, and in the spirit of our 

patrons, Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint 

Louise de Marillac, serving others in humili-

ty, simplicity, and charity,ó said Sister 

Vivien Linkhauer, SC, provincial superior, 

Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill United 

States Province. 

 

The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill is an 

international apostolic congregation of 446 

women religious who serve in four coun-

tries, 14 United States dioceses, and four 

United States archdioceses. Sisters of 

Charity minister primarily in the areas of 

education, health care, pastoral care, and 

social services. For additional information 

about the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 

and their ministries, visit www.scsh.org. 

The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill cele-

brated the bicentennial of the founding of 

the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill with a 

Liturgy of Thanksgiving on Sunday, August 

2, at 12 noon at Saint Joseph Chapel 

which is located on the campus of Seton 

Hill University, Greensburg, PA.   The Most 

Reverend Lawrence E. Brandt, JCD, Ph.D., 

bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg, 

presided over the Liturgy.  The Most Rev-

erend Joseph V. Adamec, DD, STL, bishop 

of the Diocese of Altoona Johnstown, and 

Right Reverend Douglas Nowicki, O.S.B.  

concelebrated the Liturgy of Thanksgiving. 

 

At 3:30 p.m., the Sisters of Charity Com-

munity Choir gave a choral presentation 

of òLook to the Skies,ó a choral suite writ-

ten in honor of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

by Sister Mary T. Schmidt, SC, and Sister 

M. Cecilia Ward, SC, in Seton Hill Universi-

tyõs Cecilian Hall. 
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 Itõs a girl, girl, girl, 

girl, girl and girl!   

 They were glad to be part of the helping 

process.  Finally, after receiving an appeal 

for gently-used baby furniture or clothing, 

members of the Alpha Church in Greensburg 

gathered items to share with the new moth-

ers from Sisters Place. 

The shower was a suc-

cess.  Everyone at De-

Paul Center gathered 

together at lunch and 

shared a feast of goodies 

that everyone brought to 

share.  In addition, there was a large stack 

of gifts to be delivered the next day to Sis-

ters Place.  The next morning Kristina 

Swank, Director of Institutional Advance-

ment brought her truck to work to make the 

delivery of goods to Sisters Place.  By the 

time it was filled with household items and 

gifts, there was not enough space to fit an-

other thing.  The staff at Sisters Place was 

quite surprised when the items for Sisters 

Place filled over two rooms with gifts for the 

new mothers.  I must say that it was one of 

those moments in life when one personally 

understands what it means to say that giv-

ing is much better than receiving.  Thinking 

outside the box produced a plan to meet the 

need! 

Continued from Page 1 

From left: (back row)  Sr. Veronica Mary Szalajko,  Sr. Anne M. Toomey, Sr. Jean Boggs, 

(middle) Sr. Lynn Rettinger, Sr. Pauline Grentz, (front) Sr. Thomas Joseph Gaines, Sr. Joyce 

Serratore, Sr. Marlene Mondalek, Sr. Mary Price, Sr. Susan Jenny, Sr. Dorothy Jacko,  Sr. Lyn 

Marie Dwyer, (front left) Sr. Dorothy Dolan. Pictured at bottom: Sr. Diane Temple 

A Garden Memory  

Today as I was adding the finishing touches 

to the Circle of Charity Newsletter, I received 

a call from Sister Antonine Forbeck.  We were 

discussing our love of gardening and started 

to share memo-

ries of gardening 

of the past and 

how we handled 

pest control.  

Sister Antonine 

had the task of 

removing wooly 

worms and other insects such as beetles 

from the plants.  However, since she was 

afraid to pick them up by hand, she used 

pliers to remove them and then dropped 

them into a can of oil which was a very effec-

tive method of insect control.   

http://www.scsh.org
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Sister Anna Marie Miller 

Professional Ministry:  Super-

visor of Environmental and 

Interior Design and Sacristan 

Volunteer positions:  Reads to 

infirm sisters; visits the sick; 

sews for the sisters; assists 

with plant care. 

Sister Mary Noel Kernan 

Professional Ministry: Founder 

and Director of Holocaust Educa-

tion at Seton Hill University, 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania.  

Volunteer positions.  Serves on 

the editorial board of Celebra-

tion magazine; visits shut-ins. 

Sister Marian Madden 

Professional Career: Director for 

Office of Consecrated Life, Wheel-

ing, West Virginia. 

Volunteer positions:  Treasurer of 

the Doran Hall community; sched-

uler of Liturgical ministries at Cari-

tas Christi; leader of morning and 

evening prayers at Doran Hall; 

Spiritual Director for people in the 

Greater Greensburg area. 

Sister Irene Mary Wilburn  

Professional Ministry: Diocesan 

Educational Consultant for the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh; 

Director of Individual Student 

Abilities. 

Volunteer positions: Assists with 

decorating of Caritas Christi. 

Sister Cecilia McClain 

Professional Ministry:  Direc-

tor of Religious Education at 

Infant Prague in Jackson-

ville, North Carolina.  

Volunteer positions: 

Volunteer receptionist Cari-

tas Christi. 

Sister Edna Marie Meyers 

Professional Ministry: Teacher 

and Librarian for DePaul 

School for Speech and Hear-

ing. 

Volunteer positions:  Writes 

annals for the community at 

Caritas Christi. 

Sister. Francis Teresa Masur 

Professional Career: Allegheny 

County Community College.  

Eucharistic Minister at the Adult 

Daycare.   

Volunteer positions: Eucharistic 

minister to sisters who are ill; 

Chapel volunteer; Assists sisters 

with sight problems 

Sister Mary Catherine 

Coughenour 

Professional career: Pastoral 

Care, Cathedral Convent; Chap-

lain for Sisters of Charity at 

Assumption Hall; Vocation 

Director in the West.    

Volunteer positions:  Recep-

tionist at Caritas Christi; prayer 

schedules for vespers; comput-

er services support. Friendly 

visitor caregiver relief. 

Sister M. Antonine Forbeck 

Professional career:  Parish minis-

try Saint Rita, Connellsville, Penn-

sylvania; teacher. 

Volunteer positions:  Reads and 

shares reflections with the sisters 

at Caritas Christi; tends chapel 

floral arrangements; plants and 

weeds Caritas Christi gardens; 

assists as a receptionist; accom-

panies sisters to doctorõs appoint-

ments. 

Sister Harold Ann Jones 

Professional Ministry:  Sister Servant 

at Sacred Heart Convent in 

Shadyside; teacher and principle at 

Saint John Evangelist in Tucson, Arizo-

na;  Supervisor at Elizabeth Ann Hall. 

 Volunteer positions:  Manages Doran 

Hall Library; sings in Sistersõ Choir; 

accompanies sisters on doctorõs vis-

its; assists in Caritas Christi Activities 

Department. 

Thank You Ministry  

òThe virtues of the infirm are meekness, humility, patience, resignation and gratitude for help received.ó 

                   Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

The sisters pictured on this page will be familiar to some of you.  You may have been taught by one of the sisters in school or influ-

enced by them in other ways. For those who may not have had direct contact with the sisters featured in this article, you may recognize 

the sisters as the kind voice who called to thank you shortly after you sent a financial gift to the Sisters of Charity. On behalf of the 

Department of Institutional Advancement at DePaul Center, thank you from our staff and from the Sisters of Charity for your on-going 

support.  To the 11 sisters who give so graciously of their time to make thank you calls to our donors, we applaud you. 

Sister M. Bernadette Del Duca 

Professional career: Accounts 

Receivable Manager at Eliza-

beth Seton Childrenõs Center; 

music teacher.  

Volunteer positions:  Assists in 

Elizabeth Ann Hall; sings in the 

Sisterõs Choir. 


